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NK old PAGANINT, the most extra- 
ordinary violinist that ever lived, was 
born at Genoa, on the 1S1I1 of Febn 
His lather, named Antonio, a commission mer- 
chant, was a great amateur of music, and jilayed 
with no little skill both guitar and mandoline. 
It was he that became Nicolo's first instructor, 
and proved to be the severest and most 
. task master of the child. His singular 
talents showed themselves at a very i 
for he was scan ely six \ ears old when he exe- 
cuted violin solos in the various churches of his 
native city, and already in his ninth year made 
his first appearance at the theatre. Two things 
contributed especially to work upon his im- 
agination and excite his ambition, as well as 
strengthen his confidence in his powers. 

These were the impressions made on him by 
Mozart's early triumphs 



n of his mother's 
" Dear child," said she tc 









Viil I 



appeared to 

St 1 desired ; 
begged him to make 
the world ever saw. 



E greatest violi 
many this may 
seem incredible; however, whether true o 
vented. Paganini certainly became the celebrity 
of his day. Additional instruction given him by 
Alessandro Rolla, ol Panna, in the handlin; 
the instrument, and in composition by Ghir 
fitted him for his first artistic tour. But in 
sixteenth year lie visited Lucca, where a musical 
festival, given on St. Martin's day annually, 
strang- 
le in Italy. Ui 



attracted immeni 
proved the begin 



" 1 shall i 



r for- 



thc following te 

get how I was placed in that position. wl,n li 
the turning-point of my life. Tin 

Prince of L cherished the hope of pur- 

hasing my excellent violin, the only one which 
I then had, and which 1 still possess. He asked 
lctermine the price. I 
th the instrui 






happily, he contracted at this time an invin 
passion for the play at hazards, and his 
pendence of fortune was of short dura 
From Lucca he went to Pisa, but everywhere 
he indulged tins destructive passion, and often 
in a single night he would gamble away the 

would pawn his violin, so as to be obliged to 
go to the lovers of rjJS-art and borrow an instru- 
ment. Placed in a similar predicament, a mer- 
chant of Livorno had lent him an excellent 

the next morning, the owner refused to accept 



hortly alter, the Prince called on me and said. 
You certainly jested about the price of voitr 
inch valued violin, for I will give you 2.000 
rancs for it.' 1 was just then in very embar- 
assed circumstances, as I had sustained heavy 
osses the previous night, and I was half detei 

apital did nut exceed thirty francs. Mj wall h. 
rings and jewelry were already gone. I resolved 
at once to stake my last cash, and if fortune 
proved adverse, to exchange my violin /Br the 
generous and princely offer and depart instantly, 
without instrument or baggage, for St. Peters- 
burg. My thirty pieces of silver were soon 
reduced to only three, and I imagined myself 
already on the way to the Russian capital, v 
suddenly my good star returned. 1 won 
francs, saw the danger 1 had recklessly exposed 
myself to. and from that hour I never played at 
the gambling table again." 

In the midst of the success that richly 
tended him, he suddenly conceived an aversion 
for the violin, he left it untouched for four y. 
and cultivated the insipid guitar. But finally, 
at the end of this period, he resumed the violi 
practice, and began anew his travels. In the 
opening of the year 1805 he created great enthi 
siasm at Lucca, and soon obtained the position 
ot solo-violinist at court. During his residence 

in this city he showed a de< ided preferenc 

the G string, and worked persevering!)' to dis- 
ver its many advantages and powers. 
About this time, too, he wrote a duo for tenor 
and soprano, which he executed on the '/ and 
E strings, and which he entitled Seem I 
When lie played this composition in presence <>< 



years he traveled through I 
denly appearing in a 

tioii. and as suddenly disappearing to idle away 
ibscurenook. In this manner 
he lived in Bologna, Rome, Milan, Vei 

OW rising to the surface by the brilliant 
triumphs he achieved over every competitor,. 

ng listlessly back into an ii 
obscurity. The year 1827 was spent in Rome, 
where the Pope created him a Knight of the 
O.der of Golden Spurs, lie left Italy the en- 
suing year, ami electrified Vienna, traveled 
through Germany, and in 1S31 he arrived in 
Paris, where he gave his first concert at the 
Grand Opera House. Tb: people grew wild 
t all his 



ithusiasm 
unrivaled success attended hill 
Scotland and Ireland, as well a: 
Provinces and the Netherlands. 
to Italy in 1S3+ 2 man of fortu 
"Villa Gajona." and lived either 



it, saying, " t 11 take goot 
the strings which your lin 
viulin is yours." This 1 
which he loved best to 
likewise the happy means 
gambling table. 

In later years he often 



^ have .touched; the 



play, and it became 
of his abandoning the 



the 



; Eli 



strings, perhaps even one string 1 
your talent." He actually wrote 
called Napoleon, for the G strin; 
ever, it must be observed that, ei 
he worked to produce new effet 



1 suit ice for 
ral sonatas, 
ne. How- 
id labored 



industriously at the solution of passage-probl 
seemingly incapable of rendition. By consl 
application and most persevering self-devo 
he acquired the technical skill which since 
day has never been attained. 

In the summer of 1808 he left Lucca, and for 



The same 
in England, 

a the French 
He returned 
:, bought the 
1 this charm - 
or Milan. 

But the shattered state of his health allowed 
him only a short time for the wearing of his 
laurels. The irregularities and excesses of his 
youth, and the use of patent medicines which 
he applied to cure the most opposite evils, had 
completely ruined his constitution, 
this, consumption was fast undermining his re- 
maining strength, until in the month of May, 
1S40, he became the victim of a complication 
of diseases. 

there is no doubt that he was a wonderful 
artist and an original character at the same time. 
Everything about him, his talents, frame, face, 
movements and mode of life, savored ot mvs- 
teriousness, and often inspired dread and terror. 
On this account it is not to be wondered at that 
most sketches of his life fell little short of fiction, 
they were, with so many incred- 
> which the spirit world largely 
entered. True, his haggard countenance and 
sallow cheeks set in a frame of flowing black 
hair, his sharp features and dimmed eyes, his 
ghastly smile and uncertain, st. 
conspired to excite Sympathy, mixed with an 
unearthly fear, at his approach: but no sooner 
did his bow sweep the strings than his attitude 
and mien underwent an entire change. He was 
no longer an object of pity, but, on the contrary. 
of the highest admiration. He seemed a man 
again in the prime of life. His cheeks glowed, 
and indicated that his soul spoke only in the 
exercise of his art. With a nervous grasp he 
clutched the finger-board, while his bow, like a 
Hash, sped over the strings. 

His biographers relate that from an extrav- 
agant and reckless young man, from one wholly 
ignorant of the uses and value of money, he 
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could tame, a midshipman in the royal 
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:t, it is liiei 1 lot) doi ks, he exh 
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" that she inform- tury, without a redeeming trait of their noble- 
: died September 1. 1862, at the age 
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The Exhibition of Ancient Musical Instru- 
ments at the London South Kensington Muse- 
um will be opened in June. It will include 
instrument-, noted for their d 
logii al, ethnological, or intrinsic technical merits, 
and is being arranged under the duet lion ol the 
Duke of Edinburgh. The young Duke of 
Edinburgh 2 a subject as Eng- 

He went through all the rough 
work of a midshipman in the royal navy ; per- 
formed his duties admirably as .1 commander, 

. I urn at South Kensington, now one of the most 
; valuable and interesting collections in the world. 



to Miss Millbanke 



:. --ides the ample -pin money " 
i house. I the marriage settlement, large re 
lder the her from trust funds held tor her 11 



Mr. Thomson, who went on a photographic 
expedition to the gorges of the Yangtse, in 
Szechuen, has returned to Shanghai, having suc- 
ceeded in taking a large number of views of the 
gorges and other picturesque sights. 
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OPERA AT THE APOLLO. 



THE operas of "Trovatore," " Martha," 
.unl other productions 

• 
in this city, ami will he su< 

Fhough given in 
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Cherubini was born in 1760 at Flop 
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I being one of the most 
1 women on the American stage, 
n will be of only eighteen months' 

ige that the wives of all eminent 
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thinks her husband did very 
anything for the stage. Mme. Strauss is an ex- 
cellent cantatrice, but has steadily refused to 
sing ill public since she was married. 

. U I 'SIC J I MELANGE. 

Marshal \ aillant, deceased, has left ^400 to 
servatoire of his native town, Dijon. 

A collection of old Flemish songs, edited by 
M. Gevaert, 1- in course of publication at Brus- 
sels. 

The Delassements Comi.pies, which was burnt 
down by the Communists, will not be rebuilt as 
i house. 

The opera " Diana von Salange," 
by Duke Ernst, of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, has been 
produced with considerable sua ess at Leipsic. 

( (ffenbach has signed a contract for the pro- 
duction of a new opera in Paris for the winter 
of 1S73. Labiche and Gille are to write the 
Libretto. 

The leader of an orchestra at Richmond, Ya., 
claims to be a descendant of Oliver Cromwell. 

While but three female reporters attended the 

performance of the Jubilee of 1869, fourteen re- 

I prominent papers at the recent hulla- 

The western idea of happiness is to ' 
sit on the edge of one's grave and whistle the 
"Arkansas Traveler." 

Straus- 
dollars. 

Marie S ng star of opera in 

Paris this season. 

The Nestor of the violoncellists, M. Van Gel- 
der, is in Brussels, and was heard recently at a 
private concert. He is now- 85 years old. 

The first opera written by a Turk for Turks 
ly been finished by Hassim Pascha, and 
was called " Mohammed and his Creditors." 

M. I 1 .. for publication a 

catalogue of the Mflseum of Musical Instruments 
; to the Paris Conservatoire. 

Gflmorfc's friends are going to give him a gold 
baton. 

Schnieder is in London again at the St. James 
Theatre. 

Yieuxtemps, the violinist, has been appointed 
professor at the Ecole Royal of -Music at Brus- 
sels. 

Miss Lina Edwin is the manageress of the 
Queen's Theatre, Dublin. 



f, Miss Alice Fairman and 
America in the fall. 



Madame Ru. 
Miss Teresa Lii 

Miss Matilda Phillips, a younger sister of the 
favorite American . ontralto, lately "debuted" at 
Milan in " Cenerertola." 

The Lucca season of Italian opera, under 
Marel/ek's management, will begin in New 
York in the latter part of September. 

The proposed concert tour of Madame Aim 
bella Cod. lard in the United States tin 
will probably be postponed foi 

This month will bring back to the Eastern 
States the favorite pianist, Anna Mehlig, who 
has been having a most sueeessiul 1 oni 
son in California and Oregon. 

Matilda Phillips the younger sister of Ade- 
laide, was to make her debut in opera at Milan, 
Italy, on the 22d of June. Bngnoli has been 
singing in concert with Miss Nilsson and Mr. 
Santley. 

Cherubini's opera, " Les Deux J m 
work which has not been seen on the stage for 
a long while, has very recently been brought out 
at Her M fll. 1'- had only a 

partial success. 

A German paper states that Joachim, the 
greatest violinist, and Anton Rubenstein will 
visit the United States together. (Iran made 
the engagement. 

Until a few years ago nearly all composers 
ruled their music paper with a small ruler, 
which was filled with ink. Too much trouble 
in our limes. 



Notable among tin 1... .' 
ave been collected together 
ear is is Ralph Keeler. the prim 



way by playing on his banjo, 

before paid his way by the nol 

and who crowned all this rich expei 

taking a degree at the Heidelberg I niversity. 

Keeler is now in the service of the II 

New York, and is -'doing up" for their monthly 

with pen and pencil the S.vi-s and ' 

TEE SOUTH ST. LOUIS. 

MRS. Laura S. Webb, an accomplished 
lady and popular poetess, sends in the 
South Si. Louis, a paper edited and published 
by her in what was till recently known as Car- 
ondelet. Its motto is a good one: "No 
no North— but one St. Louis." The reading 
matter is fresh and spi. v. while a fail 
of advertisements speaks well for the . 
success of the paper. We wish it all prosperity. 



Strauss calls Boston "puritanical, stupid and 
dull." 

Arabella Goddard has apprenticed her son to 
the dry goods business in Boston. 

The Music Z< ,'/,,. .rts that up 

to Jul)' 1 forty five Americans bad reserved seats 
for the Wagner opera performance at Bayreuth. 
The price is threchundred dialers for the season. 

Madame Peschka-I.eutner is said to have 
been the daughter of a poor cigar- maker, and 

first in public singing 111 tie. 
Vienna with an itinerant hand-organ player. 

At Si. Petersburg M'lle Patti receives 40,000 
francs. Mile Nilsson 35,000 francs, to sing for 
one month next winter. 

Messrs. Jarrett and MareUek haw 
the greatest baritone living — Faure — for the 
season of 1S73-74, for America. 

Mozart's complete sonatas are sold at about 
twenty-live cents gold in Germany. Ten years 
ago they were sold at $15. 

The audience of the San Carlo, at Naples, 
having opposed strongly the performance of a 
work which they disliked, called upon the Im- 
pressario to withdraw it, and, on in- rclusal, be- 
gan an opposition of a kind peculiar to the 
Neapolitan audiences. The King of Italy was 
[.resent, and ordered the police to stop the re- 
presentation. Peace reigns again at the San 
Carlo. 



A MUSIC! W ai Hudersfield has just 
been sentenced to eighteen months' im- 
prisonment for various little ■ 
including the performance of the " I >■ id M in 1 
in Saul" over his wife during a severe il'ness. 
This gentleman was remarkable not 01 

lusic, but also lor 1 
disposition, for when any ol the neigh 
fcred to protect his family Irom ill tie I 
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The prizes intended lor distribution among 
the subscribers of the Art Union of Great 
Britain, were drawn for ill the large gallery of 



,ere reported sold, at 


one shill 




and one thousand prizes we 


e allotte 
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subscribers. 
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